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Prelicensure Nursing Programs (BSN, ABSN) 

The Traditional Prelicensure Bachelor of Science in Nursing (BSN) and the Second Degree Prelicensure Accelerated Bachelor of Science in 
Nursing (ABSN) programs at Mercer University are designed to prepare students for licensure in the state of Georgia, and the educational 
requirements to obtain licensure outside of Georgia vary. Most states approve nursing degrees from accredited programs. The Bachelor of 
Science in Nursing programs at Mercer University are accredited by the Commission on Collegiate Nursing Education, 655 K Street NW, 
Suite 750, Washington, DC 20001, (202) 887-6791 and approved by the Georgia Board of Nursing. Students who complete the BSN 
(Traditional or Accelerated track) are eligible to take the National Council Licensure Examination (NCLEX-RN) for licensure in Georgia. 

 

The table below displays where the programs meet or do not meet the educational requirements for initial licensure (also known as 
Licensure by Examination) or where Mercer has not been able to determine if the programs meet the state or territory requirements. In 
some states where the programs meet the educational requirements, there are additional conditions that must be met (e.g., a non-credit 
online course in recognizing child abuse). In several states, the BSN program meets requirements while the Accelerated BSN does not. 
Each state board has the ultimate authority and discretion to determine whether professional licensure will be issued. 
Students are encouraged to contact the board of nursing in the state in which they intend to practice before enrolling in the program. 

 

A graduate interested in practicing in one of the states listed as No may wish to explore the options available under the Nurse Licensure 
Compact or the more generic Licensure by Endorsement path, both of which require an existing license in the state of Georgia. 

 
Program Contact: Dr. Maura Schlairet 

 

 

U.S. State or Territory Regulatory Body Website URL 
Meet educational 
requirements 

Alabama Alabama Board of Nursing www.abn.alabama.gov Yes 

Alaska Alaska Board of Nursing 
https://www.commerce.alaska.gov/web/cbpl
/professionallicensing/boardofnursing.aspx 

Yes 

Arizona Arizona State Board of Nursing https://www.azbn.gov/ Yes 

Arkansas Arkansas State Board of Nursing 
https://healthy.arkansas.gov/boards-
commissions/boards/nursing-arkansas-state-
board/ 

Yes 

California California Board of Registered Nursing  https://www.rn.ca.gov/ No 

https://www.aacnnursing.org/CCNE
https://www.ncsbn.org/nurse-licensure-compact.htm
https://www.ncsbn.org/nurse-licensure-compact.htm
mailto:schlairet_mc@mercer.edu
http://www.abn.alabama.gov/
https://www.azbn.gov/
https://www.rn.ca.gov/
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U.S. State or Territory Regulatory Body Website URL 
Meet educational 
requirements 

Colorado 
Colorado Division of Professions and 
Occupations (DPO) Nursing 

https://dpo.colorado.gov/Nursing Yes 

Connecticut 
Connecticut Department of Public Health – 
State Board of Examiners for Nursing 

https://portal.ct.gov/dph/practitioner-
licensing--investigations/registered-
nurse/registered-nurse-licensure 

No 

Delaware Delaware Board of Nursing https://dpr.delaware.gov/boards/nursing/ Yes 

District of Columbia (DC) DC Board of Nursing https://dchealth.dc.gov/bon Yes 

Florida Florida Board of Nursing https://floridasnursing.gov/ Yes 

Georgia Georgia Board of Nursing https://sos.ga.gov/georgia-board-nursing Yes 

Hawaii Hawaii Board of Nursing https://cca.hawaii.gov/pvl/boards/nursing/ Yes 

Idaho Idaho Board of Nursing https://dopl.idaho.gov/bon/ Yes 

Illinois 
Illinois Department of Financial and 
Professional Regulation - Board of Nursing 

https://idfpr.illinois.gov/profs/nursing.html  Yes 

Indiana Indiana State Board of Nursing 
https://www.in.gov/pla/professions/nursing-
home/ 

Yes 

Iowa Iowa Board of Nursing 
https://dial.iowa.gov/licenses/medical/nursin
g-professional-midwifery/nursing-licensure 

Yes 

Kansas Kansas Board of Nursing https://ksbn.kansas.gov/ Yes 

Kentucky Kentucky Board of Nursing  https://kbn.ky.gov/Pages/index.aspx  Yes 

Louisiana Louisiana State Board of Nursing http://www.lsbn.state.la.us/  No 

Maine Maine State Board of Nursing https://www.maine.gov/boardofnursing/ Yes 

Maryland Maryland Board of Nursing (MBON) 
https://mbon.maryland.gov/Pages/default.as
px 

Yes 

Massachusetts 
Massachusetts Board of Registration in 
Nursing (Board) 

https://www.mass.gov/orgs/board-of-
registration-in-nursing 

Yes 

https://dpr.delaware.gov/boards/nursing/
https://dchealth.dc.gov/bon
https://floridasnursing.gov/
https://cca.hawaii.gov/pvl/boards/nursing/
https://idfpr.illinois.gov/profs/nursing.html
https://dial.iowa.gov/licenses/medical/nursing-professional-midwifery/nursing-licensure
https://dial.iowa.gov/licenses/medical/nursing-professional-midwifery/nursing-licensure
https://ksbn.kansas.gov/
https://kbn.ky.gov/Pages/index.aspx
http://www.lsbn.state.la.us/
https://www.maine.gov/boardofnursing/
https://mbon.maryland.gov/Pages/default.aspx
https://mbon.maryland.gov/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.mass.gov/orgs/board-of-registration-in-nursing
https://www.mass.gov/orgs/board-of-registration-in-nursing
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U.S. State or Territory Regulatory Body Website URL 
Meet educational 
requirements 

Michigan 
Michigan Board of Nursing Licensing and 
Regulatory Affairs (LARA) 

https://www.michigan.gov/lara/bureau-
list/bpl/health/hp-lic-health-prof/nursing 

No 

Minnesota Minnesota Board of Nursing https://mn.gov/boards/nursing/  Yes 

Mississippi Mississippi Board of Nursing  www.msbn.ms.gov Yes 

Missouri Missouri State Board of Nursing  https://pr.mo.gov/nursing.asp  Yes 

Montana Montana Board of Nursing https://boards.bsd.dli.mt.gov/nursing/  Yes 

Nebraska 
Nebraska Department of Health and Human 
Services Licensure Unit Nursing Section 

https://dhhs.ne.gov/licensure/Pages/Nurse-
Licensing.aspx  

Yes 

Nevada Nevada State Board of Nursing https://nevadanursingboard.org/ Yes 

New Hampshire New Hampshire Board of Nursing https://www.oplc.nh.gov/nursing/  Yes 

New Jersey New Jersey Board of Nursing https://www.njconsumeraffairs.gov/nur  Yes 

New Mexico New Mexico Board of Nursing https://nmbon.sks.com/  Yes 

New York 
New York State Education Department, Office 
of the Professions (NYSED-OP), Board of 
Nursing 

https://www.op.nysed.gov/registered-
professional-nursing  

Yes 

North Carolina North Carolina Board of Nursing www.ncbon.com Yes 

North Dakota North Dakota Board of Nursing https://www.ndbon.org/  Yes 

Ohio Ohio Board of Nursing https://nursing.ohio.gov/  Yes 

Oklahoma Oklahoma Board of Nursing https://oklahoma.gov/nursing.html  Yes 

Oregon Oregon State Board of Nursing 
https://www.oregon.gov/OSBN/pages/index.
aspx 

Yes 

Pennsylvania Pennsylvania State Board of Nursing 
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/dos/departme
nt-and-offices/bpoa/boards-
commissions/nursing  

Yes 

Rhode Island Rhode Island Department of Health - Nursing https://health.ri.gov/licensing/nurses Yes 

https://mn.gov/boards/nursing/
http://www.msbn.ms.gov/
https://pr.mo.gov/nursing.asp
https://boards.bsd.dli.mt.gov/nursing/
https://dhhs.ne.gov/licensure/Pages/Nurse-Licensing.aspx
https://dhhs.ne.gov/licensure/Pages/Nurse-Licensing.aspx
https://nevadanursingboard.org/
https://nmbon.sks.com/
http://www.ncbon.com/
https://www.ndbon.org/
https://nursing.ohio.gov/
https://www.oregon.gov/OSBN/pages/index.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/OSBN/pages/index.aspx
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/dos/department-and-offices/bpoa/boards-commissions/nursing
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/dos/department-and-offices/bpoa/boards-commissions/nursing
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/dos/department-and-offices/bpoa/boards-commissions/nursing
https://health.ri.gov/licensing/nurses
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U.S. State or Territory Regulatory Body Website URL 
Meet educational 
requirements 

South Carolina South Carolina Board of Nursing https://llr.sc.gov/nurse/  Yes 

South Dakota South Dakota Board of Nursing https://www.sdbon.org/  Yes 

Tennessee Tennessee Board of Nursing 
https://www.tn.gov/health/licensure/nurs.ht
ml 

Yes 

Texas Texas Board of Nursing https://www.bon.texas.gov/  Yes 

Utah 
Utah Division of Occupational and 
Professional Licensing 

https://commerce.utah.gov/dopl/nursing/  Yes 

Vermont Vermont Office of Professional Regulation  https://sos.vermont.gov/nursing/  Yes 

Virginia Virginia Board of Nursing 
https://www.dhp.virginia.gov/Boards/Nursing
/ 

Yes 

Washington Washington State Board of Nursing https://nursing.wa.gov/ Yes 

West Virginia West Virginia RN Board  https://wvrnboard.wv.gov/Pages/default.aspx Yes 

Wisconsin Wisconsin Board of Nursing 
https://dsps.wi.gov/pages/BoardsCouncils/Nu
rsing/Default.aspx 

Yes 

Wyoming Wyoming Board of Nursing https://wsbn.wyo.gov/home Yes 

American Samoa 
American Samoa Health Services Regulatory 
Board 

https://ncsbn.org/bon-member-
details/AmericanSamoa 

No 

Federated States of 
Micronesia 

Federated States of Micronesia Department 
of Health and Social Affairs 

https://hsa.gov.fm/ No 

Guam Guam Board of Nurse Examiners https://guamhplo.org/gbne  Yes 

Marshall Islands 
Republic of Marshall Islands Ministry of 
Health & Human Services 

https://rmihealth.org/ No 

Northern Mariana Islands NMI Board of Nursing https://nmibon.info/ Yes 

Palau Palau Bureau of Nursing 
https://www.palaugov.pw/executive-
branch/ministries/health/bureau-of-nursing/ 

No  

Puerto Rico Puerto Rico Nursing Examining Board https://www.salud.pr.gov/CMS/126 No 

https://llr.sc.gov/nurse/
https://www.sdbon.org/
https://www.tn.gov/health/licensure/nurs.html
https://www.tn.gov/health/licensure/nurs.html
https://www.bon.texas.gov/
https://commerce.utah.gov/dopl/nursing/
https://sos.vermont.gov/nursing/
https://www.dhp.virginia.gov/Boards/Nursing/
https://www.dhp.virginia.gov/Boards/Nursing/
https://nursing.wa.gov/
https://wvrnboard.wv.gov/Pages/default.aspx
https://dsps.wi.gov/pages/BoardsCouncils/Nursing/Default.aspx
https://dsps.wi.gov/pages/BoardsCouncils/Nursing/Default.aspx
https://wsbn.wyo.gov/home
https://ncsbn.org/bon-member-details/AmericanSamoa
https://ncsbn.org/bon-member-details/AmericanSamoa
https://guamhplo.org/gbne
https://rmihealth.org/
https://nmibon.info/
https://www.palaugov.pw/executive-branch/ministries/health/bureau-of-nursing/
https://www.palaugov.pw/executive-branch/ministries/health/bureau-of-nursing/
https://www.salud.pr.gov/CMS/126
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U.S. State or Territory Regulatory Body Website URL 
Meet educational 
requirements 

US Virgin Islands Virgin Islands Board of Nurse License https://vibnl.vi.gov/  Yes 

Updated July 2026 

https://vibnl.vi.gov/

